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The Concept of Choice in Persepolis II
After reading the second volume of Persepolis, I got connected with the way Marji made choices. I was struck by the way the environment can influence one to change his or her stand even if they don’t want to. In volume one, Marji is presented as a young Iranian girl who may not have known the extent that the western influence may have on her life. In volume two, Marji is facing various issues that she must make choices from. This includes getting assimilated into western culture. After her parents sent her to study in Australia to keep her safe from the war she gets an opportunity to get closer to the western culture and lifestyle. I was amazed by the way she makes choices in an attempt to achieve freedom. She claims that her Iranian identity is a “heavy burden to bear” and she is disguised with its practices (Satrapi 195). She decides to abandon her culture while getting assimilated into the Australian culture. However, this choice also brings out the conflict within Marji that even though she tries to move away from the Iranian culture, she is haunted by her grandmother’s statement that she should always be true to herself. This is what stresses her and keeps her in a struggle to choose between abandoning the Iranian culture entirely and getting assimilated into the western culture. She is in constant conflict; while on one hand, she wants to look like a French lady, and she also thinks that people should not judge her that she has denounced her identity of being an Iranian.
As a first step to achieve her self-approval, Marji makes another choice to reconstruct her lost Iranian identity. Even though she still feels unconnected with the Iranian culture after she comes back to Iran, she struggles to find it back. Here, Satrapi presents how Marji’s choices have changed when she left Iran as a young girl and now she is back with a different personality. She claims that she is “a westerner in Iran, Iran in the west” (Satrapi 272). In this case, she accepts both identities, which gives her spiritual freedom that she always desired as well as a sense of wholeness. She achieves all these through the choices that she made when she went to Australia. Going to Australia offered her a chance to evolve and this evolution facilitated her construction of a different personality that accepts both Iranian culture and western influence on her life. 
